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Airport Transit Visa
(Schengen Visa Category A)

Depending on your citizenship and resident status you may be required to obtain an  Airport  
Transit Visa for passing through the international transit area of an airport.  The German Em-
bassy in Canberra can issue an  Airport Transit Visa only if your flight connection leads you 
through Germany.  Please contact the Embassy’s Visa Section for detailed information on your 
specific circumstances. 

Airport Transit Visas only allow a short term stay in the international transit area between two 
legs  of  an  international  flight.   Neither  leaving  the  airport’s  international  transit  area  nor 
overnight stays are possible.  Please check with your travel agent whether you are required to 
change terminals.  It is highly recommended that you also check your flight itinerary carefully as 
an Airport Transit Visa does not allow you to leave the transit area and actually enter German 
territory, not even to change terminals in order to reach your connecting flight. If  you are in 
doubt, please contact the Embassy’s Visa Section. 

The German Embassy in Canberra can issue an  Airport Transit Visa  if you transit through a 
German airport and if you reside in the Australian Capital Territory or in the Northern Territory.
If you reside in Queensland or New South Wales, please contact the German Consulate Gener-
al in Sydney (www.sydney.diplo.de)
If you reside in Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia or Western Australia, please contact the 
German Consulate General in Melbourne (www.melbourne.diplo.de).

Which documents must I submit with my visa application?

Please lodge your visa application in person with the competent German mission. The following 
documents are required for an Airport Transit Visa: 

- fully completed Schengen visa application form
- one recent passport photographs (35 x 45 mm, front facial view)
- your national passport (valid at least three months longer than your intended stay)
- valid re-entry permit to Australia (if applicable); please note: If you are the holder of an 

Australian Spouse Visa (Provisional Resident P620, Subclass 309 or 820) you must con-
tact the Department of Immigration and request a status letter first. 

- valid visa, entry permit or passport of the country of your destination
- a copy of your flight itinerary with confirmed reservation OR a copy of your airline ticket
- the visa fee (see below)
- a self-addressed Express Post Envelope OR a Prepaid Courier Satchel  (only if you 

prefer the passport to be returned to you by mail)  
- if you are a minor: parental consent, declared by your parents personally at this Em-

bassy OR witnessed by a Notary Public, as well as your birth certificate
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How much does an Airport Transit Visa cost?

The Airport Transit Visa costs € 60.00 which is to be paid in AUD.  Please contact the Visa Sec-
tion for the exact amount in AUD as it may vary according to the current exchange rate.  Please 
note that credit card facilities are unfortunately not available.  The fee can be paid by cash or 
money order (payable to the “German Embassy Canberra”).  Children under 6 years of age re-
ceive their visas free of charge.

What else do I need to know?   PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

- Applications for Airport Transit Visas are usually processed within 2-3 working days, not 
including postal delivery and provided that no further documents or information has to be 
requested.  However, these figures may vary from case to case, and we assume no re-
sponsibility for applications handed in too close to an intended flight date.

- There is no guarantee that a visa will be issued, and we wish to point out that in the 
course of the application procedure further information and additional documents may 
have to be requested. 

- Upon your arrival in Germany border authorities may examine whether the prerequisites 
for your entry continue to apply.  This examination is international practise.  You might 
be refused entry even though you are in the possession of a valid visa if prerequisites for 
entry no longer apply. 

- In order to facilitate entry formalities and avoid unnecessary delays we strongly recom-
mend that you have your passport (including entry permit for the country of destination) 
and flight tickets ready for presentation to German border authorities.

Once you have obtained your visa please check carefully that all entries are correct and in ac-
cordance with your application.  Please inform the Visa Section immediately if there are any 
mistakes. 

Opening hours of the Visa Section:
Mondays to Fridays 9.00 am to 12.00 noon.

All statements mentioned in this leaflet are based on knowledge and experiences of the Embassy at the 
time the leaflet was written. As far as correctness and completeness are concerned this information is 
supplied without liability.


